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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Historical Commission / Historic District Commission 
Meeting of September 2, 2020 / Meeting 551 
138 Main Street, Wenham Town Hall 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commission members, a meeting of the Historical Commission (HC) / Historic District Commission (HDC) was posted for 
Wednesday September 2, 2020 at 4 pm.  Due to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person 
gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.  
 
The Historical Commission / Historic District Commission meets as needed, primarily to review applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness regarding new construction or modifications to existing buildings located in the Historic District along Main 
Street from Beverly to the Hamilton town lines. 
Dana Bagnell (2021); Don Bannon (2021); Barbara Locke (2021); Harriet Davis (2023); Mary Wood (2023); Mimi McDonnell 
(2023); Lisa Benecke (2023); Ms. Locke is the Community Preservation Committee Designee for the HC/HDC. 
 
Call the meeting to order: With a quorum present, Mr. Bagnell called the meeting to order at 4 pm. 
Commissioners present: D. Bagnell, Chairman; H. Davis, Vice Chair; D. Bannon; L. Benecke; B. Locke; M. McDonnell;          
M. Wood  
Also present: Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Board of Selectmen Chairman Wilhelm 
 
Approval of minutes - August 27, 2020 
Vote: The Commissioners unanimously voted by roll call vote to approve the meeting minutes of August 27, 2020. 
 
Continue discussion on potential gazebo at Pingree Park 
Mr. Wilhelm participated in this discussion for this agenda item. 
  
Mr. Tambone, Wenham Pines, has offered a wooden gazebo to the Town of Wenham and suggested it be placed in the 
community garden at Pingree Park.  Originally Mr. Tambone applied to the HDC to place the gazebo structure within the 
Historic District at Wenham Pines, 60 Main Street, but subsequently withdrew his application as a result of the Commissioners 
observations made during the site visit that the gazebo structure was not a historical structure or original to the farm house 
property.   
 
Vote: Ms. Davis moved and it was seconded that the Historic District Commission deny placement of a gazebo or similar structure into any private or 
public property visible from Main Street as inappropriate and inconsistent with the district as set up in 1972 under MGL Chapter 40 “to preserve the 
historic character of the Town of Wenham." 
 
The Commissioners discussed the placement of the gazebo structure in the Historic District citing the structure was not 
historically appropriate. This included the suggested locations of the community garden in the perimeter of Pingree Park and the 
War Memorial / car barn lot; both locations are in the Historic District.  
 
Mr. Wilhelm, confirmed with the HDC that all members were against the gazebo being place in the Historic District and 
challenged the commission if such a structure in the community garden, Pingree Park could be seen from Main Street.  
Mr. Wilhelm stated that the Board of Selectmen have scheduled a public hearing to get input from residents if the town should 
accept the gazebo and suggestions of where the gazebo could be located and that it was the intention of the Selectmen to follow 
the will of the town. 
Mr. Wilhelm was reminded that the HDC has jurisdiction over the Historic District and would not allow the gazebo structure.   
Mr. Wilhelm left the meeting abruptly at 4:15 pm. 
The Commissioners went on to discuss the possibility that the town accept the gazebo and sell or gift it to e.g. the Wenham 
Museum (for fund raising) or Gordon College for use on the campus. 
 
Mr. Bagnell called for a vote on the motion:   The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
The HDC will meet September 17. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 9.4.2020 
 
 


